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the amount of the boat-hire with the boatman, who
demanded eight annas, when Swamiji also appeared on
the scene and stopped the disciple saying, "Why are you
higgling with them ?" and said to the boatman, "Very
well, I will give you eight annas", and got into the boat.
That boat proceeded slowly against the current and took
nearly an hour and a half to reach the Math. Being
alone with Swamiji in the boat, the disciple had an oppor-
tunity of asking him freely about all subjects. Raising
the topic of the glorificatory poem which the disciple had
recently composed singing of the greatness of the devotees
of Shri Ramakrishna, Swamiji asked him, "How do you
know that those whom you have named in your hymn are
the near and intimate disciples of Shri Ramakrishna ?"
Disciple : Sir, I have associated with the Sannyasin
and householder disciples of Shri Ramakrishna for so
nianv years; I have heard from them that they are all
devotees of Shri Ramakrishna.
Swamiji : Yes, they are devotees of Shri Rama-
krishna. But all devotees do not belong to the group of
his most intimate and nearest disciples. Staying in the
Cossipur Garden, Shri Ramakrishna said to us, "The
Divine Mother showed me that all of these are not my
inner devotees." Shri Ramakrishna said so that day with
respect to both his men and women devotees.
Then speaking of the way Shri Ramakrishna would
indicate different grades among devotees, high and low,
Swamiji began to explain to the disciple at length the
great difference there is between the householder's and
the Sannyasin's life.
Swamiji : Is it possible that one would serve the
path of lust and wealth and understand Shri Ramakrishna
aright at the same time ? Or will it ever be possible ?
Never put your faith in such words. Many among the
devotees of Shri Ramakrishna are now proclaiming them-
selves as Ishvara-koti (of Divine class), Antaranga (of inner